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Our Mission Statement 

Our goal is to conserve and restore our environment to 
benefit humanity as well as birds and other wildlife 

through education, action, and advocacy. 

Eco-Notes by E-mail 

Eco-Notes is available by e-mail. It appears in the 
same colorful, easy-to-read format as the paper 
version, but without the cost, paper, or ink. Go to 

our website, nepaaudubon.org, to sign up. 

 

Photo by John Goldman 

Photo by John Goldman 

 

New Website Unveiled 

 

 

We are pleased to announce our brand-new, 
completely redesigned website. You can find us at 
www.NepaAudubon.org.  With a fresh look, our 
new site will help us to better communicate with our 
members in a timely manner about our activities and 
the issues that affect our area.   
 NepaAudubon.org is a great place to learn about 
our upcoming events.  There is information about bird 
watching in Northeast PA, as well as about our history, 
sancturaries, scholarships, and membership.  An archive 
of past and current issues of this newsletter is also 
available. Check back often, as we will be continuing to 
update the site on a regular basis.         
 Also, join us on Facebook and Twitter for the latest 
updates on events and local issues. Interesting bird or 
wildlife sighting?  Share it with us!       
 Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/nepaaudubon 
 Twitter: @AudubonNEPA        

       —Chris Fischer, Vice-President 

Adopt-A-Highway Day a Success 

Thank you to the volunteers who came out to help 
clean up Route 191 South for Adopt-a-Highway on 
April 28. They were Bob Campbell, Kathy Dodge, 

Pete Snyder, Marileta Robinson, Emi Funk, Kevin 
Funk, Emily Rose Funk, Olivia Funk, and Alex 
Hindley. The group was issued work gloves and 
bright orange vests and enjoyed a beautiful spring 
morning helping keep Mother Nature clean. We 
collected thirteen bags of trash and six bags of 
recyclables. Afterward the group was treated to a 
delicious brunch at the Liberty Restaurant in Lake 
Ariel. Come join us next year.  You don’t know what 
you’re missing!            

       —Marge Brion, Coordinator 

Some of the happy volunteers:  (r-l) Marge Brion, Pete Snyder, Kevin 

Funk, Emily Rose Funk, Kathy Dodge, Olivia Funk, and Alex Hindley 
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Alvina Barton  
Deirdre Bee  
Joan Borden  
Lori Brennan  
George Bunnell  
Helene Burgess  
Theodore Cabo  
Kathie Carlson  
Leslie Casey  
Irene Cavanaugh  
Nancy Connors  

Joseph Cullen  
Jean Drack  
Tuula Fischer  
Susan Freshour  
Karen Friedenberg  
Elinor G. Hunt 
Richard Gilardi  
Peter G. Gregory  
Patrick Keegan  
Thomas Kingsley  
P. Leigh  

Lois Lewis  
Lynn Lorenz  
Janet R.Martin  
Dorothy McGuire  
John E.Mikelson  
Avis Moran  
Neil Neumann  
Holly Newman  
JoanneOakes 
Jeanne B. Peffer  
Duncan & Betty Perry  

Lois Phillips  
Gail Posten  
Effie A.Potter  
Barbara Pritchard  
Hilda Rauch  
Jessie Richter 
Barbara A. Rocchio  
Mary A. Rogan  
Rose Sauve  
Carolyn Schell  
Shirley Silipo  

Sally B. Stanton  
Bananas Suriano  
J. Turko  
Margaret Vath  
Joan Walker  
Bryan Waterbury  
Una V. Zieger  

 

Welcome, New Members 

Summer Fun for the Whole Family  

The summer season is fast approaching, a time when families get together for some fun. It is also a time when 
relatives may be babysitting for parents who work. As an educator, I am often asked for ideas for activities that 
adults can do with children. The three activities described below are my favorites. They are fun, easy to do, and 
suitable for all ages. The most popular one is building and maintaining bird feeders. There is a variety of types that 
you can make or buy. Try keeping a record book to record the number and varieties of birds that come to the 
feeders. You could even have a contest among the children to see who sees the most. The second idea is going on 
walks or bike rides in areas where there are plants and wildlife. One person in the group can be responsible for 
taking a notebook and pencil. Record the different types of plants, birds, and animals that you see. The third idea I 
call a plant pot. Plant different flowers or vegetables in flower pots or other containers. Each person can have a 
separate pot to be responsible for. Keep a notebook listing the changes that occur over time. You can add a math 
assignment by having each person measure the height of his or her plant as it grows.          
 All these activities were chosen to get everyone outside to enjoy nature. It is also a great way to get exercise. 
Have a wonderful and safe summer.                         

                           —Nancy Savage, Treasurer 

Rachel Carson Celebrated at This Year’s Art and Craft Festival 

 2012 marks the 50th anniversary of the publishing of Silent Spring, a book that launched the modern environmental 
movement. It was written by Pennsylvania native Rachel Carson. She could describe nature in poetic prose backed by 
the scholarship of science. Rachel was trained as a marine zoologist and worked for the U.S. Bureau of Fisheries where 
she excelled at bringing environmental literacy to the public through her writing. Rachel bravely took on the chemical 
industry, finding the connection between synthetic pesticides and the demise of biodiversity. She pointed out that DDT 
and other chemicals concentrated more and more as they moved up the food chain (bio-accumulation). She proved 
that the egg shells of birds of prey who are at the top of a food chain were being thinned by DDT to the point of being 
crushed under the weight of their parents. Peregrine falcons, osprey, and the bald eagle were under threat of 
extinction.                                  
 The chemical industry brought out their big guns, attacking her science and trying to discredit her in Congress and 
in the media. But Rachel’s perseverance and her strong science prevailed: DDT was phased out in the U.S. in 1972. 
Unfortunately, it is still exported to other countries where its use persists. An argument made for its continued use is 
that it saves human lives, killing the mosquitoes that carry malaria, But, as Rachel had warned, mosquitoes quickly 
developed a resistance to DDT, making it quite useless as a life-saver. There is some pressure to re-introduce its use in 
this country. How easily we forget. A great tribute to Rachel Carson was naming DEP’s building in Harrisburg after her: 
“The Rachel Carson State Office Building.” A greater and more fitting tribute is that a pair of peregrine falcons selected 
a nesting site on this building around 1996. Many generations of falcons have now fledged from this site. To see the nest 
in real time on the internet, use key words “falcons Rachel Carson Building.”             
 The theme for this year’s Art and Craft Festival is “The Sense of Wonder” after one of her books. A selection of 
books by and about Rachel Carson will be offered as door prizes.                 

                         —Katharine Dodge, Education Chair 
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                Printed on FSI Certified paper.        Please recycle!       

NEPAS Participates in Climate Impact Day  

Below, members of NEPAS display a poster indicating 
that the release of vast amounts of carbon into the 
atmosphere is having dire consequences for bird 
populations. This photo and the following report were 

sent to 350.org., organizers of the event. 

 With warmer winter temperatures becoming the norm, 
many animals are having difficulty adjusting. A recent study of 
fifty-nine North American bird species found that the 
adaptations are going slowly. It has taken thirty-five years for 
many bird species to move farther north to winter 
temperatures that match those where they historically lived. 
The work was conducted at Yale University and supported 
through funding from the National Science Foundation. The 
researchers studied thirty-five years of data from the 
Audubon Christmas Bird Count and found that there is a 
strong delay in response to climatic change. For example, 
black vultures winter as far north as Massachusetts, where 
current winter temperatures are similar to those of 
Baltimore, Maryland in 1975. However, the endangered red-
cockaded woodpecker did not alter its range at all despite 
the warming trend, possibly because its very specific habitat 
requirements precluded a range shift. Researcher Frank La 
Sorte at Cornell Lab of Ornithology comments, “When you 
think about it, it makes sense that species move slower than 
the rate at which climate is changing. They’re not just 
tracking temperature—many of them need to follow a prey 
base, a type of vegetation, or they need certain kinds of 
habitat that will create corridors for movement.” 
 Variability in climate warming is likely to affect how 
species respond, too, La Sorte said. “But accelerated 
warming, which is likely as global carbon emissions continue 
to increase, may put additional strain on birds. The study 
highlights these challenges and the high potential that climate 
change has for disrupting natural systems.”  
 Scientists say that 350 parts per million carbon in the 
atmosphere is the safe limit for humanity.  We are presently 
at 392 ppm and that needs to be reduced quickly for a 
healthier future.             

     —Barbara Leo, Conservation Chair 

 
 Front L-R  Marianne O’Brien, Barbara Leo, Kathy Dodge, Marileta Robinson 

  Rear L-R Skip Mendler, Pete Snyder, Chuck Heyn 
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ANOTHER GREAT NEPAS ART AND CRAFT FESTIVAL 

"IN THE WINGS" 

Put it on your calendar for July 21st and 22nd: one of the 
greatest family "values" this summer. Our annual Wildlife Art 
and Craft Festival will again be held at the Wallenpaupack 
Middle School Complex on July 21st and 22nd. In addition to 
stunning art and crafts, live wildlife shows will be featured 
three times each day, with different shows and wildlife each 
time. NEPAS will have educational displays, there will be an 
exhibit of different types of local animals and birds, and there 
will be crafts for the younger children to do. All of this for 
just 5 bucks for adults, children under 12 free. The proceeds 
go to our scholarship fund, so your admission is an 
investment in the future!            
 See you there!!              

         —Jim Sanders, Festival Chair 

NEPAS Celebrates Earth Day at PPL 

Environmental Learning Center 

Crowds of families came to enjoy the nature-related 
activities on Earth Day, April 21, at the PPL Environmental 

Learning Center. 
NEPAS was there 
with information to 
share, a live cam of a 
nesting peregrine 
falcon and a video of 
an osprey, and bird 
walks led by Audubon 
volunteers Kathy 
Dodge, Barbara Leo, 

and Devan George. A highlight of the bird walks was a 
sighting of a loon family on Lake Wallenpaupack. Bob 

Campbell, Laurie 
Cassidy, Marileta 
Robinson, and Nancy 
Savage helped answer 
questions at the 

information table.  

 Photos by Laurie Cassidy 

Bird guide Barb Leo (left) 

helps bird watchers adjust 

their sights at the PPL 

Environmental Learning 

Center. 
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PO Box 711 
Honesdale, PA  18431 
Phone: (570) 253-9250 
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Phone:  (570) 253-9250 

E-mail:  audubonworks@gmail.com 
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The date on the address label is the date your national and/or local 

chapter Audubon membership expires. National Audubon will send 

you reminders well before your national membership expires. 

Mark Your CalendarsMark Your CalendarsMark Your CalendarsMark Your Calendars    

Sunday, June 17, noon  FATHER’S DAY CANOE/KAYAK TRIP ON THE DELAWARE. There will be a covered-dish 

supper at the end of the trip. Call Pete at 570-253-9250 to reserve a boat or to get more information. 

Saturday, June 23, 8:30-11 AM  FOREST AND MARSH BIRD WALK. We will look for bitterns, swamp sparrows, 
rails, herons, and warblers. There will be a special surprise at the end of the hike. Binoculars, cameras, and water are 

recommended on this moderate hike. Children under 12 not permitted. Call Kathy at 570-253-9250 to register. 

Monday, July 2, 6 PM  ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS. Nominations and election at 6, followed by a 
showing of the film Microcosmos at 7. All members welcome. PPL Environmental Learning Center, Route 6, Hawley, PA. 

Call Barbara at 570-253-2364 for information. 

Saturday, July 14, 10 AM  FAMILY HIKE. Join John Jose at our Browning Beaver Meadow Sanctuary. Hiking boots 

recommended. To get directions and reserve a spot, call 570-729-7288 or email jjose@ptd.net. 

Saturday-Sunday, July 21-22, 10 AM-5 PM  AUDUBON ART AND CRAFT FESTIVAL. Wallenpaupack Area School 

Complex, Route 6, Hawley, PA,  

Saturday, August 4, 5 PM  INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS PICNIC. Join us to usher in the new officers, meet other 

members, and enjoy a potluck dinner. Call Audubon at 570-253-9259 for directions. 

Saturday, September 5  RAPTOR MIGRATION AT SUNRISE MOUNTAIN. Call Barbara at 570-253-2364 for time 

and meeting location. 

Editor: Marileta Robinson 

Contributors:  Marge Brion, Laurie Cassidy, Kathy Dodge, 
Chris Fischer, Barbara Leo, Georgette Pascotto, Jim Sanders, 
Nancy Savage 

 


